
SAMPLE QUESTIONS 1 

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS

 

 

 

 

          

         
 

       
 

Short-Answer Question: Period 9 
Suggested time: 12 minutes 

Directions: Read the question below carefully and write your 
response on the free-response answer sheet. 

Use complete sentences; an outline or bulleted list alone is not 
acceptable. You may plan your answers on this exam page, but 
only your response on the free-response answer sheet will 
be scored. 

“Reagan gave form and direction to powerful social currents, 
but he did not initiate them. Changes in the realm of partisan 
politics were accompanied by social transformations that were 
not confined to Republicans or political conservatives. In the 
years around 1980, American liberalism was transformed no less 
than conservatism was, and the complex interaction between 
those two stands shaped social and political attitudes in the 
post-1975 decade. Few will deny that Ronald Reagan presided 
over a revolution, but he was joining a revolution already in 
progress.” 

Philip Jenkins, historian, 2008. 

“The 20-year consensus about Reagan’s achievements is slowly 
beginning to unravel, as it’s become increasingly clear that his 
policies and politics had a more damaging, economic, social, 
and political impact than has been acknowledged. For all of 
his impressive political achievements, Reagan was an angrier, 
more divisive figure than he is remembered as being, and at 
least some of Bush’s biggest failures are traceable to Reagan’s 
controversial approach to tax cuts, business regulation, national 
security, and social issues.” 

Matthew Dallek, historian, 2009. 

Using the excerpts above, answer a, b and c. 

a)	 Briefly describe ONE major difference between Jenkins’s 
and Dallek’s historical interpretations. 

b)	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1975–2000, 
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to 
support Jenkins’s interpretation. 

c)	 Briefly explain how ONE example from the period 1975–2000, 
not explicitly mentioned in the excerpts, could be used to 
support Dallek’s interpretation. 

© 2018 College Board 


	Short-Answer Question: Period 9 



